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Laurence Aëgerter

W
ith a practice that stretches the 

photographic m
om

ent, threading 
the past into the present, the w

ork 
of D

utch-French artist L
aurence 

A
ëgerter is a dialogue betw

een the 
tw

o. H
er approach to the m

edium
 

is m
ultilayered and project-specific, 

em
ploying a range of inventive 

strategies that include installation, 
perform

ance and participatory 
collaboration. Inciting an active 
conversation betw

een artw
ork and 

view
er, A

ëgerter’s w
ork anim

ates the 
still im

age, loosening it from
  

its singular origins and giving it  
new

 m
aterial life form

s. 
From

 m
ilitary archives and 

prostitution cells to karaoke videos 
and the catalogue of the L

ouvre 
via a C

hinese restaurant and L
évi-

Strauss, the artist’s fields of research 
are extensive and diverse but alw

ays 
com

e back to the photographic 
im

age and the w
ay w

e engage w
ith 

it: the core of her w
ork. A

lso trained 
as an art historian, A

ëgerter uses 
archives, encyclopaedias and other 
structures of know

ledge that lay 
claim

 over our understanding of the 
w

orld as rich repositories of m
aterial 

that she uses to bring to life parallel 
realities. U

nw
illing to relegate the 

past and its relics to history’s dusty 
corners, her w

ork juggles nostalgia 
w

ith a playfulness that releases the 
im

age from
 its ties to tim

e and place. 
T

he photograph is resurrected, slip-
ping back and forth through tim

e as 
a living project, freed to experience a 
state of ‘perm

anent transform
ation’. 

A
ëgerter is interested in 

generating an open and collabora-
tive experience of photography so 
the resurrection of the im

age often 
involves participants. H

erbarium
 

C
ataplasm

a w
as a com

m
ission from

 
the city of L

eeuw
arden to bring a 

com
m

unity together through art. 
W

orking w
ith local residents in  

a neighbourhood that used to be a 
cloister in the M

iddle A
ges, A

ëgerter 

decided to instigate a m
eticulous 

reconstruction of the archetypical 
m

edicinal garden of the m
edieval 

A
bbey of Saint G

all based on an 
architectural draw

ing from
 the  

9th century. 
For the second stage of the 

project, A
ëgerter printed a selection 

of im
ages of w

ar-torn and disaster 
stricken landscapes found on the 
Internet. Spanning a hundred years 
of history, they are the m

ediated 
fragm

ents of violence that form
 our 

collective m
em

ory; im
ages that w

e 
encounter through the screen on a 
daily basis, interchangeable w

hen 
the next catastrophe com

es along. 
“H

ow
 do you carry on w

ith these 
im

ages? Y
ou see that in four days, 

they are gone, fallen into oblivion,” 
the artist com

m
ents. Participants of 

the project w
ere invited to sym

boli-
cally ‘cure’ the landscapes using 
plants from

 the m
edicinal garden 

selected for their specific therapeutic 
use. T

hirty-three of these collages 
w

ere then printed in a new
spaper-

form
at publication titled H

ealing 
P

lants for H
urt L

andscapes. Passive 
view

ers becom
e active, spending 

tim
e looking at the photograph, 

m
aking a personal physical m

ark  
on a distant scar. T

he global 
becom

es dom
estic and photography 

becom
es holistic. 
T

hrough these intuitive  
physical interventions, the photo-
graphs are transfigured into surreal 
vistas that raise questions about  
our problem

atic relationship to 
im

ages of conflict and destruction. 
T

he results draw
 the view

er into  
a com

plex and layered picture plane. 
Som

e sites are covered up by a 
hum

id herbal poultice w
hile others 

are show
ered in bright flow

ers like  
a m

em
orial. T

here is som
ething diffi-

cult about the beauty of these new
 

juxtapositions, w
hich sim

ultaneously 
feel both uplifting and m

elancholic, 
both playful and disturbing. 

Laurence Aëgerter’s (b. 1972, France) w
ork turns photographs 

into living projects, unravelling their fixed nature and allow
ing 

them
 to sw

ing betw
een past and present. U

nseen discovers m
ore 

about her collaborative approach to the m
edium

.

Althaea officinalis – Al Ahm
adi, Kuw

ait 
from

 the series H
ealing Plants for 

H
urt Landscapes, 2015 ©

 Laurence 
Aëgerter/Seelevel G

allery

presented by Seelevel G
allery 
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